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Type of Tobacco Product(s)
Legislation applies to all tobacco products (smoked and smokeless).

Health Warning Labels

Type, Size and Location
Pictorial health warning labels (HWLs) are required to cover 30% of the front and text-only HWLs are required on 
100% of the back of the smoked tobacco package. Overall, 65% of the principal display areas of the package are 
allocated to HWLs. An additional text-only warning is required on 100% of one lateral side of the package. 
Text-only HWLs are required to cover 100% of one lateral side of the smokeless tobacco products package.
Content
The HWLs for smoked tobacco products contain information about the effects of smoking, including impotence, 
respiratory disease, mouth cancer, blindness, breast cancer, gangrene, death, low birth weight, and arthritis.  
The HWLs for smokeless tobacco products include information about the dangers of nicotine, ammonia, and lead. 
Language
Health warning texts must be in Spanish, the principal language of the country.
Cessation Aid
A quitline phone number is required to be displayed on the back of the package. 

Number, Rotation Schedule and History 
Mexico has issued nine rounds of pictorial HWLs:

Smoked Tobacco Products

Round  
 (implementation year) Number of HWLs Size (%)  average— front/back  Round  

(duration)

R1 (2010) 8 65 – 30/100 12 months
R2 (2011) 8 65 – 30/100 12 months
R3 (2012) 4 65 – 30/100 6 months
R4 (2013) 8 65 – 30/100 12 months

R5 (March 2014) 4 65 – 30/100 6 months
R6 (September 2014) 2 65 – 30/100 6 months

R7 (2015) 5 65 – 30/100 12 months
R8 (2016) 11 65 – 30/100 20 months
R9 (2017) 9 65 – 30/100 30 months

Constituents and Emissions Information
Multiple rotating messages are required to display qualitative (descriptive) constituents and emission information on 
the back of smoked tobacco packages. Each of the messages is to be printed along with specific pictorial and text-
only HWLs on the same package. Contents include cyanide, ammonia, thallium, cadmium, tar, polonium, toluene, 
butane, benzopyrene, formalin, chrome, nicotine, nickel, nitrosamines, formaldehyde, and benzene.

Prohibition on Misleading Packaging and Labeling
Misleading descriptors such as ‘low in tar’, ‘light’, ‘ultra-light’, ‘smooth’, ‘extra’, ‘mild’, and ‘soft’ are prohibited from 
appearing on packages. 

Additional notes 
The message “For sale exclusively in Mexico” is required to appear on the package but cannot be placed in the 
spaces allocated for the HWLs or other required messages.
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WARNINGS: 2017

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2017

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2016

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2016

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL



WWW.TOBACCOFREEKIDS.ORG 

MARCH 2020

MEXICO AMERICAS REGION

WARNINGS: 2015

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: MARCH 2014

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

WARNINGS: SEPTEMBER 2014

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2013

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2013

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

WARNINGS: 2012

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2011

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2011

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2010

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL
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WARNINGS: 2010

 SMOKED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

FRONT BACK LATERAL FRONT BACK LATERAL


